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Lessons learned in Detroit Cold Case Sexual Assault Investigations

The Detroit SAKI site identified a number of barriers that stood in the 
way of a successful cold case sexual assault investigation and 
prosecution. 

Of the many issues identified, two will be highlighted in this 
presentation. 

• First we will look at building a case around Micro-corroboration

• Second we will review conducting a good Victim Notification  



Building a Case 
Around 
Micro-Corroboration



Defining Micro- Corroboration

• Verifying small details that can often demonstrate (or undermine) 
the credibility of a witness.



The address on the 
receipt is the 

address of the 
defendant 

The date establishes 
the first sexual 

assault 

The sales person still 
works there and becomes 

a witness on the case 



Defining Micro- Corroboration

• Verifying small details that can often demonstrate (or undermine) 
the credibility of a witness.

• Identifying what seems to be insignificant evidence often 
overlooked in normal investigations because of overwhelming 
other physical evidence. (why look on Facebook for photos of 
the suspect holding a gun when you have the suspect arrested at 
the scene with the murder weapon) 



“inappropriate 
relationship with intern” 

“acting as a mentor and 
treating him as a little 

brother” 

Interns name is blocked 
out 

“Last and Final Warning / 
Nov 22, 2000” 



The Verdict
Charles Pugh

Charles Pugh 
was sentenced after a guilty 

plea to the Michigan 
Department of Correction for a 

period of 5 – 15 years.



Defining Micro- Corroboration
• Verifying small details that can often demonstrate (or undermine) 

the credibility of a witness.

• Identifying what seems to be insignificant evidence often 
overlooked in normal investigations because of overwhelming 
other physical evidence.  (why look on Facebook for photos of the 
suspect holding a gun when you have the suspect arrested at the 
scene with the murder weapon) 

• Identifying or documenting these small details overlooked when 
the crime was reported.



Micro-Corroboration



The Verdict

William Fuller 
will be imprisoned at the 
Michigan Department of 
Corrections for the next 

70 – 100 years….

William Fuller 



Defining Micro- Corroboration
1. Verifying small details that can often demonstrate (or undermine) the 

credibility of a witness.

2. Identifying what seems to be insignificant evidence often overlooked in 
normal investigations because of overwhelming other physical evidence.  
(why look on Facebook for photos of the suspect holding a gun when you 
have the suspect arrested at the scene with the murder weapon) 

3. Identifying or documenting these small details overlooked when the crime 
was reported. 

4. Identifying new evidence now that we have a suspect. (traffic tickets, 
parking tickets, other arrests from the time surrounding the crime, or 
other connections that tie the suspect to the [1] crime, [2] scene or [3] 
victim). 



Date of offense –
four days prior to 

assault

Location of sexual 
assault was the 
same address 

listed by 
defendant as his 

residence

Defendant claims he does not live in Michigan and does 
not even know the areas. A traffic ticket issued four days 
prior to the assault clearly establishes the defendant living 
in Detroit at the residence where the assault occurred. 

Linking the Suspect to the Crime Scene 





The Verdict

William Randolph King was 
convicted after a jury trial and 
sentenced 40 – 70 years in the 

Michigan Department of 
Corrections. 



Victim 
Notification 



Victim Notification

This portion is not about deciding how you should 
do notifications at your SAKI site, but more what 
has worked for us in Detroit. 

We understand every site has their own process

-using Advocates during notifications

-using only Detectives

-using both Advocates and Detectives



The first two minutes 
after the Knock 



Your Case is Important

There is no “one-size fits all” method of notification. It’s more about 
the tone than the how.  

The victim needs to hear, “I am sorry for the way you were treated”, 
and “I believe you”.



The Notification
The person(s) making the notification should have some 
understanding of the circumstances and history of the 
underlying case. What was the victim’s prior treatment 
and history in the criminal justice system? (Avoid re-
victimizing.) For example, some kits may not have been 
tested because law enforcement perceived the victim as 
uncooperative; while the victim’s perception may have 
been that law enforcement discouraged them from 
going forward.



Victim Notification

The method of notification should take the victim's current life 
circumstances into account when appropriate (mental heath issues, 
substance abuse, addiction issues, employment,  homelessness, etc.). 

Be aware of the situation, who is home, suspect may still be around, 
have alibi ready.

May not be worst thing that happened in their lives.



Victim Notification 

Based on their first experience with the criminal justice system, sexual assault 
victims may have lost trust or feel betrayed by the system.  An apology can 
promote healing, reestablish trust, and provide closure.

Be ready to answer questions about the process, the criminal justice system, 
who to contact/call for support, ongoing information, their rights, etc.

Be prepared to conduct the full forensic interview at that time, have photo line 
up, medical release, rule out consensual partners, but this is not preferred.



Victim Notification

Implement a 2 step model, conduct the interview at a second 
meeting if possible. Try not to overload the victim on the first 
contact.

Provide the victim with the choice of time, date and location.

Provide victim with the choice of having a support person present at 
the appropriate times.

Be prepared to respond to the shock and impact of reliving the 
assault, neurobiology of trauma.



Victim Notification 

Follow up call later in same day for reassurance.

Victim notification is not an event. 

Victim notification is an ongoing process of victim 
engagement and support.

Victim notification is the single most important step to 
moving a case in the right direction!!!!!!



Contact Information

Lead Detective Ken Muscat

(313) 224-0273

kmuscat@waynecounty.com

Detective Mark Farah

(313) 224-5741

mfarah@waynecounty.com
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